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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-4 and 6-17 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4 and 6-17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Walker et al. US Patent Publication No. 2001/0018771 in view of Harrison US Patent 
No. 5,867,205. 

Regarding Claim 1 and 16, Walker discloses a method for providing 
complementary information for a video program, Figure 4 comprising: receiving 
complementary information for a video program S7; receiving a query from a ' 
consumer, the query related to a specified portion of the complementary 
information [S8 Note ID and timing data is specific]; providing a query response 
to the consumer based on the specified portion of the complementary information 
[Feedback loop S5 - S8]. Walker, however, is silent on the reference to user 
profile data tables and its use in preparing the response to the complementary 
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information query. In an analogous art, Harrison cures this deficiency by 
teaching that upon receiving the query reference making reference to a user 
interface including a module in which user profile tables [profile unit 260] and 
profile data matching tables [Col. 4 lines 44-48; trigger and action storage] are 
included and a complementary information module with a memory in which user 
data tables and complementary information is stored; and wherein in preparing 
the response to the query the complementary information module predicts the 
information that is required and accesses the user data tables for consumer 
specific data and personalizes the query response based on the consumer 
specific data [Col. 4 lines 49-66]. Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Walker and Harrison to 
produce a system that monitors multiple channels simultaneously to provide 
narrowed and more specific complementary information to the user based on the 
user profile. 

Regarding Claim 2 and 17, Walker discloses a method further comprising: 
determining whether a predetermined amount of time has passed since the 
complementary information was updated in the video program; and retrieving 
updated information from at least one external data source when the 
predetermined amount of time has passed since the complementary information 
was updated [0046]. 
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Regarding Claim 3, Walker discloses a method comprising receiving 
complementary information directly from the video program [0045]. 

Regarding Claim 4, Walker discloses a method comprising anticipating the 
specified portion of the complementary information and storing the anticipated 
information [0018 Program identification and synchronization -information 
integrated with the video program is provided to the user after it has been 
anticipated that the user will be requesting the complementary information to the 
video program. It is stored in storage device 73]. 

Regarding Claim 6, Harrison discloses a method wherein the consumer-specific 
data comprises data identifying video programs previously viewed by the 
consumer [Col. 3 lines 39-44 previously viewed video programs are example of 
predetermined items of interest]. 

Regarding Claim 7, Harrison discloses a method further comprising automatically 
storing the consumer-specific data identifying video programs previously viewed 
by the consumer when the video programs are viewed by the consumer [Figure 3 
is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment of information stored in the profile 
unit]. 
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Regarding Claim 8 and 1 1 , Harrison discloses a method further comprising 
storing the consumer-specific data identifying video programs previously viewed 
by the consumer based on manual input [input device 106 is used to enter the 
criteria seen in Figure 3] by the consumer. 

Regarding Claim 9 Walker discloses all of the claimed limitation except providing 
a query response comprising accessing user data tables for consumer- specific 
data and personalizing the query response based on the consumer- specific 
data. In an analogous art, Harrison disclose a signal processing unit is provided 
with one or more analyzing units to analyze textual information decoded from a 
number of channels of a communication signal to determine if channel contents 
of the channels are among channel contents defined by selection data Figure 2. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to combine the teachings of Walker and Harrison to achieve a 
method of automatically providing complementary video program information 
based on viewer criteria so that the consumer are able to receive customized 
programming. 

Regarding Calim 10 Official Notice is taken on the use of a dual screen output 
device. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to display 
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complementary information regarding a video program on the same or a different 
screen. 



Regarding Claim 12 Walker discloses a method comprising receiving from the 
consumer an identification of complementary information as delayed 
complementary information and providing the delayed complementary 
information to the consumer at a later time [0018 This method allows the 
supplemental information to be synchronized to a five broadcast television 
program or a pre-recorded video tape program, such as a rented movie or a 
time-shifted playback of a television program. Therefore the synchronized 
supplemental information is being provided at a later time along with the video 
program]. 



Regarding Claim 13, Harrison discloses that the user query comprises one of a 
who query, a what query, a where query, a when query, a why query and a how 
much query [Figure 3 Personal Profile]. 



Regarding Claim 14, Walker discloses a method comprising providing a visual 
indicator to notify the consumer that complementary information is available upon 
request [0072]. 
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Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SAHAR A. BAIG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3005. The examiner can normally be reached on 4/5/9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Chris Kelley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 2424 
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